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DISCUSSION MEETING 


THE next meeting will be held at 6.30 p.m. on Thursday, 5 February 19 
at 31 Tavistock Square, W.C. 1, in the Society’s Library. / IS 
Mr C. Mifelew will open a discussion on “ Anticipated Reactions ”’. 


NEW MEMBERS 


(Elected 25 November 1947) 
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Cleobury, F. H., Ph.D., 30 Lancing Road, Orpington, Kent. 

Dickerson, Miss R. A., 430 East Shore Road, Great Neck, N.Y., U.S. 

Dumas, A., 25 Rue des Envierges, Paris (XX), France. 

Dupree, Mrs G. F., Bella Vista, South Stoke, Bath, Somerset. 

Edwards, H. D., The Deanery, Marlow-on-Thames, Bucks. 

Gold, R. L., 25 Oval Road, Erdington, Birmingham. 
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Howell, Miss M. G., Langthorns Cottage, Little Canfield, Dunmo 
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Howson, Rev. Vincent, 14 Burleigh Street, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 
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Jeffrey, Clifton A. K., 46 Oakdene Road, Sevenoaks, Kent. 

Lamerton, L. F., 73 Appach Road, Brixton Hill, London, S.W. 2. 

Librarian, Manchester Psychical Research Institute, “38 Deansga 
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Loomis, Mrs M. W., 1149 Spruce Street, Winnetka, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Raven, J. C., M.Sc., 20 Castle Street, Dumfries. 
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Stewart, Mrs M. B., M.A., 17 St James’s S uare, Bath, Somerset. 
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(Elected 17 December 1947) 


ker, L. R. A., 95 Clitherow Avenue, Boston Manor, London, W. Ms 

ex, N. R., 172 Clarence Gate, Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 1. 

uvy, Charles B., Boundary House, Bramshott Chase, Hindhead, Surrey. 

mes, Anatole, 17 Chester Street, Edinburgh 3. 

ing, L. E. W., 44 Acacia Road, Acton, London, W. oe 

rkpatrick, K. C. G., B.Sc., 8 Friedensgasse, Basel, Switzerland. 

ongson, Mrs H. E., 22 Merton Rise, London, N.W. 3. 

ellor-Coutret, Mrs G. E., 19 Grosvenor Road, Chiswick, London, W. 4. 

iddlekauff, J. P., 40 De Bell Drive, Atherton, Menlo Park, California, 
HS.A. 

ickman, John, M.D., 3 Berkeley Court, Baker Street, London, N.W. 1. 

owland, John, B.Sc., 16 The Close, Radlett, Herts. 

‘aters, Mrs D. P., 914 Chelsea Cloisters, London, 5.W. 3. 


MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 


HE 431st Meeting of the Council was held at 31 Tavistock Square, Lon- 
m, W.C. 1, on Tuesday, 25 November 1947, at 3 p.m. THE PRESIDENT, 
ir W. H. Salter, in the Chair. The Minutes of the last Meeting of the 
ouncil were read and signed as correct. Thirty new Mengbers and two 
uudent-Associates were elected ; their names and addresses are given 
ove. ‘ 

HE 432nd Meeting of the Council was held at 31 Tavistock Square Lon- 
mn, W.C. 1, on Wednesday, 17 December 1947, at5 p.m. THE PRESIDENT, 
ir W. H. Salter, in the Chair. The Minutes of the last Meeting of the 
ouncil were read and signed as correct. Twelve new Members were 
ected ; their names and addresses are given above. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR 1947 


1. The Council are again gratified to record a large increase in the mem- 
srship of the Society. The number of new Members (166) and Student- 


> 


ociates (g) is much the largest for many years. 
2. On the completion of his first year of work as Research Officer, the 
uncil confirmed Dr West in that position. He reports as follows : 
The year has been more notable for the number of explorations carried ~ 
t, than for the wealth of positive results. As explained in an appeal to 


poe in the Fournal for Oct.-Noy. 1946, the great barrier to research 


nich it is believed other societies engaged in psychical investigation are 


o suffering. at: 

E.S.P. experiments, both qualitive and quantitative, have been pursued 
adily throughout the year. The results of some of these experiments 
ve been summarised in the Oct.-Noy. Journal, and more have been 
pleted since. The majority of the experiments have been carried out 
persons professing ability in the particular direction tested, but so far 


resent is the scarcity of good material for investigation, a difficulty from _ 
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only one individual has shown any promise. This person does not appé 
to be successful with cards, but is apparently able to locate a small obj 
placed inside one of a number of similar closed boxes. Further tests are 
progress, and are showing great promise. 

A small series of E.S.P. tests has been carried out on subjects in t 
hypnotic trance. So far as they go, these tests seem to confirm the thee 
that psi faculties cannot be made to manifest by hypnosis if they are n 
demonstrable when the subject is in a normal condition. 

The mass telepathy tests with drawings, completed early in the ye: 
were reported in the Journal for May. The results were entirely nu 
Recently, some of these drawings were divided—in a rough and prelimi 
ary manner—into categories of bold, expansive drawings and niggli 
compressive types. ‘The preliminary experiment tended to give some slig 
confirmation of the Duke University experimenters’ claims that expansi 
and compressive drawings score significantly differently. The questi 
is being investigated further, and the services of an independent judge ha 
been secured who will score the drawings from a psychological point 
view. With the death of Mr Whately Carington, the original drawings fro 
all his experiments have been deposited with the Society by Mrs Caringto 
If this line of investigation continues promising, we shall have amp 
material to work on. 

Very recently the Duke University experimenters have introduced a ne 
method of assessing displacement,! measuring the consistency of the dire 
tion (z.e. +1 or —1) of the greater displacement in the run. This te: 
applied to recent E.S.P. scores from S.P.R. experiments produced m 
results. 

There is little to report of positive interest in connection with ment 
mediums. Enquiry in several quarters shows that there is at present a ve 
exceptional scarcity of good mediums. Various clairvoyant and tran 
mediums have either come to the Society’s rooms, or been visited by i 
representatives, but without any striking results. Assessment of the wo 
of these mediums is made difficult by the vagueness of their statement 
This has been especially noticeable when proxysittings have been attempt 
and the mediums have not had the guidance of the age, sex and gener 
appearance of the sitter. 

Psychometry experiments, begun with Mr Mayes in 1946, have be 
continued throughout the year, and some fifteen mediums have been teste 
Although no evidence of veridical psychic impressions has so far be 
obtained in these experiments, they have been most useful and instructi 
in other ways, particularly in bringing into sharp relief the many problen 
connected with annotating and assessing sittings. Mainly through tl 
efforts of Mr M. T. Hindson, there has been prepared a catalogue | 
mediumistic statements in which the items are classified according ~ 
topics, e.g. description of character, descriptions of personal appearanc 


etc. This catalogue will be made use of in the assessment of future pro: 


sittings. 
The main developments in connection with physical mediums have bet 
the acquisition of an infra-red image convertor (which enables the invest 


‘See Dr. Thouless’s review of Th l of P. g 
which appears later in this issue. iaeeay e Bar ae ss Te a 
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or to watch the activities of a medium at a dark séance), and the offer— 
a group of interested S.P.R. members—of a prize of £250 for a demon- 
ation of genuine physical phenomena. No physical phenomena have 
=n produced in response to this offer, which closed on December 31. A 
ort on the matter will appear in the Fournal. 

Many interesting spontaneous cases have been investigated during the 
ar. A few of these have been reported in the Journal, and the December 
mber contained reports of some recent hauntings. It is of course 
possible to give full reports of all the investigations, but detailed records 
> kept in the Research files and can be consulted by any member on 
plication. 

During the year the Society secured the cooperation of Mass Observa- 
mn, the well-known organisation which specialises in the collection of 
-al statistics. In November, a questionnaire was posted to 1500 people, 
embers of a panel of voluntary helpers from this organisation, which 
ked for details of any personal experiences of a psychic nature. The 
iestion which headed the form was the same as the question which was 
ked in the Census of Hallucinations carried out by the Socigty in its early 
ars. (See Proceedings, Vol. X). The response has been most gratifying, 
d a more detailed report will appear in due course. * 

It had been hoped, (vide last Annual Report), to investigate thoroughly 
e alleged powers of Mr Harry Edwards, the well-known psychic healer. 
he Research Officer suggested that arrangements should be made for “a 
ctor on the spot to examine the patients”. This suggestion was declined 
+ Mr Edwards, who wrote : 

“ In my opinion it would be necessary to have several groups under close 
servation so that the findings of the groups could be compared. My 
ason for this is that, like investigations into physical phenomena, no one 
‘oup will accept the evidence of another but wish to make their particular 
sts. 

This difficulty will be more so with psychic healings, and will need the 
operation of specialists in the class of disease investigated. .. . 

For example, if we could get the staffs of hospitals specialising in a stated 
isease-family to submit a number of their cases and observe results. This 
yuld be taken with several hospitals . . .” 
As the facilities required by Mr Edwards, although admirable in them- 
ves, went far beyond what was available to the Society (or, for that matter, 
eyond what is available to the majority of medical research workers), it 
ad to be pointed out to Mr Edwards that we were unable to comply with 
lése requirements, and investigation was discontinued. The British 
fedical Association, which was informed of the position, did not consider 
‘proper to take any official notice of the matter, and thought that Mr 
dwards should be left to his own devices. ’ 

Of five patients who were under our supervision while being treated by 
[Ir Edwards, no one showed any improvement. 

At those of his demonstrations attended by the Research Officer or other 
P.R. representatives nothing suggestive of a paranormal effect occurred. | 
empts to. follow up some of the accounts of “‘ miracle” cures which 
s appear in the psychic press have likewise produced no real evidence 

the paranormal. Details are on record in the files. 
A2 


‘ 
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While for the moment there is a regrettable dearth of positive results 
report, general interest in psychical research seems to be everywhe 
increasing, and the enthusiasm shown by members of the Society is a gre 
encouragement. As workers multiply and our contacts expand, so we m: 
look forward to a proportionate rise in interesting results. 

3. Other pieces of research carried out by members include the folloy 
ing : 
oe Soal and his group have continued their experiments with M 
Gloria Stewart of Richmond. A preliminary report of some of the resul 
obtained will appear in his Myers Memorial Lecture, shortly to be pul 
lished. 

The Council has printed a leaflet, Hints on Sitting with Mediums, whi 
is available to interested members on application. 

Dr Soal has compiled a note on the procedure advisable in experiment 
telepathy, of which some copies have been multigraphed and can | 
borrowed by members intending, as it is hoped many will, to engage 
this form of research. 

The Cambridge University Psychical Research Society, a report of who 
activities appeared in the fournal for October-November, is continuir 
with an ambitious programme of research. A preliminary series of tel 
pathy tests using drawings has just been completed. They were longs 
distance postal experiments carried out between Cambridge and a group | 
percipients under the direction of Dr Tanagra, working in Athens. Oth 
recent work includes some “ single trial’ experiments, designed to tal 
maximum advantage of the comparatively high degree of success th 
seems often to be associated with the very beginning of a series of cai 
guesses. 

Also doing active work is a Psychical Research Society at King’s Colleg 
Durham. ‘Two cases of haunting investigated by this group have bee 
reported in the Fournal during the year, and we look forward to furth 
contributions. 

4. Publicity. "The second issue of the Pamphlet descriptive of tl 
Society’s work, and originally printed in 1945, having been exhausted, 
further 2,500 copies are being printed. 

Another pamphlet, entitled Telepathy and Allied Phenomena by M 
Heywood, with a section on expetimental E.S.P. by Dr Soal, is in the Pres 
and will shortly be issued. An Outline of the Society’s history byeth 
President is also in the Press. . 

Pamphlets on physical phenomena by Mrs Goldney, and on the mediun 
ship of Mrs Piper and Mrs Leonard by Mrs Salter and Rey. C. Drayte 
Thomas are also in preparation. 

The Council decided to hold in the Autumn four public lectures, part 
culars of which are given under paragraph 15. The lectures were we 
attended. As they were likely to raise many points of interest, it w 
decided to hold a public Discussion Meeting at Caxton Hall in January 
which questions could be asked, and general discussion would be invite 
_ Members of the Society have given lectures before various organisation 
Pa a Societies for Psychical Research at Oxford, Cambridge, ar 

rham Universities and at a recently formed Society in Manchester, 
which our Council wishes every success. j 


ha so 
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Numerous requests reach the Society from all parts of the country to 
rovide lecturers, and the Council endeavours to meet them as far as 
racticable. 

5. Changes on the Council. At the last Annual General Meeting the 
(on. Secretary reported with great regret the very serious illness of Mr 
Vhately Carington, who was a Council member of very long standing, and 
ad made distinguished contributions both to our research work and to the 
terature of the subject. From this illness he never recovered, and by his 
eath on March roth the Council suffered a grievous loss. 

To fill the vacancy thus created among the elected members the Council 
ppointed Mr Parsons, and to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Sir 
‘mest Bennett, recorded in the Fournal for January-February, they 
ppointed Miss Bosanquet. 

Brigadier Firebrace, Dr A. J. B. Robertson, Mr R. Wilson and Professor 
>, J. M. Stratton have been co-opted to the Council. 

6. Presidency. Mr W. H. Salter was elected President for 1947. 

7. Myers Memorial Lecture. Dr S. G. Soal was appointed to deliver the 
Jinth Lecture in this series. He chose for his subject ‘‘ The Experimental 
situation in Psychical Research”. The Lecture which will shortly be 
yublished, was delivered at Caxton Hall on the 21st November. The 
Youncil are glad to learn that the Central Research Fund of London Uni- 
ersity has awarded a grant of £70 to Dr Soal for the continuation of his 
esearch work, as described in his Lecture, and for the purchase of appara- 
us. 

8. The Fournal. During the current year Miss Bosanquet kindly under- 
ook the post of Hon. Editor, notwithstanding her many other duties. To 
er, and to Mrs Heywood who has assisted her, the Council wish to record 
heir thanks. 

Six numbers of the Journal were issued, one being a “‘ public ” number. 
[he Council hope to issue more “‘ public” numbers in future, but rather 
lifferent contents are needed in an issue intended for the public from what 
re suitable for private circulation among our members. This means a 
xood deal of planning, and for the present the Council think that the form 
if literature most likely to interest readers, whom our Proceedings may not 
each, consists of the Pamphlets referred to in paragraph 4 above. 

_g. Donations. The Council wish to acknowledge with the warmest 
hanks a further generous donation of {500 from Mrs Blennerhassett to the 
d that bears her name. 

10. Library. The Council feel that the Society’s financial position, if 
he savings made during the war are taken into account, justifies them in 
making an effort to increase the number of books on the shelves, but at the 
sresent time books suitable for the Library are hard to obtain. : 
"We are glad to note a substantial increase in the number of books bor- — 
‘owed by Members from the Library, the total number of books lent during 
he year being 1,188. 2 
tt. The Combined Index. The Council congratulate Dr West on having 
sompleted the compilation of a Combined Index for our Proceedings and 
tournal since 1913, when the last volume of the index was issued. The 
1ew volume has been badly needed for a long time, but its issue has been 
eld up for various reasons : it is now in the Press. The Council wish to 


“t 
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thank Mr M. T. Hindson, Miss Watkins and others for help in checkin 
the index before it was sent to the printers. ; 

12. Obituary. In addition to Sir Ernest Bennett and Mr Carington, th 
Society has lost by death Dr Nicholas Murray Butler, and Professor Ma 
Dessoir, the two Senior Corresponding Members, and Lord Rayleigk 
President, 1937-1938. 

13. Membership of the Society. During the year 166 new Members ani 
g Student-Associates were elected. The total loss in members from deaths 
resignations and other causes, including 15 members resident in vatiou 
parts of Europe before the war with whom the Society has not been able t 
establish contact since the war ended, was 57 Members and 14 Associates 
leaving a net increase of 105 in the total membership, which now stands a 
869. 

oe Publications. One Part of Proceedings was published during th 
year, Part 173. Six numbers of the. Fournal, were issued, including on 
available for sale to the public. 

The Secretary’s sales to the general public amounted to £83 17 8 and t 
members of the Society £132 310; and £35 0 6 to members and th 
public through the Society’s agent in the United States. 


I 5. Meetings. 
Public Lectures 
1g Sep. “ Psychical Research: Its Meaning and Methods”. by Mr W. H 
Salter. 
17 Oct. “‘ Modern Agnosticism and Human Personality’ by Professo 
Henry Habberley Price. 
21 Nov. “ The Experimental Situation in Psychical Research”’ by Dr § 
G. Soal. The Ninth F. W. H. Myers Memorial Lecture. 
12 Dec. “‘ The Phenomenology of Trance Mediumship ” by Professa 
C. D- Broad. 


Private Meetings. 

g Jan... “ A Critical Review of the Published Work on Psycho-Kinesis 
by Mr D. A. H. Parsons. 

6 Feb. ‘ The History of Psychical Research”? by Mr W. H. Salter. 

26 Feb. Annual General Meeting. 

10 Apl. “The Spontaneous Phenomena of Psychical Research”? by M 
G. N. M. Tyrrell. 

3 July ‘Experimental Extra-Sensory Perception” by Mr D. A. E 
Parsons. 


8 Nov. “ Victor Hugo’s Experiences in Table-Turning”’ by Profess¢ 
D. Saurat. < 


Discussion Meetings. : 
26 Feb: “ ae Recent Experiments in Psychometry ”’ by the Researc 
cer, 
14 May s Psychic Phenomena in Indonesia”’ by Mr J. H. Bekker. 
5 June D. D. Home as a Study in testimony in relation to Physic: 
Phenomena” by Mrs K. M. Goldney. 
16 June and 23 June. “‘ Beyond Psychology” by Dr E. Graham Howe. 


< jie 
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‘HE Accounts for the year ended 31 December 1947 were not to hand in 
me to be printed in this issue of the Journal : they will be printed in the 
ext issue. 


THE RESULT OF THE PRIZE OFFER TO PHYSICAL 
MEDIUMS 


N May 1947, a group of S.P.R. members interested in the investigation of 
shysical phenomena decided to subscribe to an award of £250, to he given 
o the first medium able and willing to demonstrate supernormal physical 
fects. The offer closed on December 31st 1947. 

The Council of the Society very kindly agreed to lend the services of 
heir Research Officer as final arbiter of the genuineness of the phenomena, 
und to allow their séance room and infra-red telsecope to be used for the 
yurposes of the investigation. The Council must not, however, be held 
-esponsible for any opinions expressed in the following account, which is 
in fact the report of an entirely independent and private investigation. 

A notice of the prize offer appeared in the Fournal for June-July 1947, 
and wide publicity was given to the matter in the psychic press." Represen- 
tatives of several spiritualist institutions who employ mediums (such as the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, the Marylebone Spiritualist Association and 
the Institute of Paranormal Psychology) were notified by letter. Various 
prominent mediums were approached personally. 

In spite of this widespread appeal, by the time the closing date arrived 
only three mediums had responded, and none had succeeded in producing 
any phenomena. 

This result lends strong support to the arguments of those persons who 
contend that the claims of contemporary physical mediums and their 
supporters are founded upon fraud and malobservation. It cannot be 
argued that the test prevented the phenomena, since the mediums were 
allowed to sit uncontrolled and in their own conditions. It really seems as 
if the presence of the infra-red telescope, which obviates the cruder types 
of fraud, puts paid to the mediums’ whole performance. 

It is instructive to note the reasons given by some prominent mediums 
for declining to take up the offer. 

Mrs Estelle Roberts (clairvoyante and direct voice medium) wrote :' 
“ J am not interested in your offer of a prize for any demonstration of what 
I believe to be a religious belief.” ess 

Mr Ronald Strong (direct voice and materialisation) and Mr Charles 

asham (materialisation) both appeared to agree to investigation, but 
though frequently prompted, neither was ever able to fix a date. ] 
Mr Ronald Cockersell (direct voice and materialisation) said he was not 
nterested in convincing 8.P.R. investigators. Genuine phenomena could 
not be guaranteed like “ a hen laying an egg ee 
Arnold Clare (direct voice) said he had periods when he could get no 
1enomena, and we had asked him at such a time. 


-1Notices appeared in Light, Prediction, Psychic Truth, Psychic News and The — 
l of Experimental Metaphysics. 
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Hunter Selkirk and Alec Harris (materialisation) did not reply to ou 
letters. ee 

Leslie Flint (direct voice) had to think it over, but never came to 
decision. oe. 

Mrs Helen Duncan (materialisation) was very definite in her refusal 
saying that she would not sit at the S.P.R., “ for a million”. 

Arthur Phillips (materialisation) was considering the offer when he wa 
exposed by other investigators, who captured a false beard. ( See Psycht 
News 2 August 1947.) 

As mentioned in the interim announcement in the September Fournal 
Mr Frank Allen, an apport medium, was the first to take up the offer. 

On 19 May 1947 the Research Officer was present at Mr Allen’s hous 
circle, at which, during periods of complete darkness, “ apports”’ o 
flowers were obtained. The only noteworthy feature of the sitting was tha: 
towards the end, Mrs Davies, wife of the medium’s manager, remarked tha 
Mr X was the only sitter who had not received any flowers, and suggestec 
to a neighbour that she let him have some of hers. This incident took place 
before the “ guide” announced that there would be no more flowers. 

On 28 May, Mr Allen came to the S.P.R. accompanied by three friends 
Before entering the séance room they were asked to step out of their owr 
clothes into garments prepared by the investigators. In these circum- 
stances no “ apports ”’ were produced, and an offer of further sittings was 
not taken up. 

After a great deal of persuasion and negotiation on the part of an enthusi- 
astic member of the Society, Mrs D. M. Seccombe, a direct voice medium 
was prevailed upon to give us some sittings. To the first of these, on 25 
August 1947, the medium came unaccompanied. She went into an alleged 
trance and her “control”? spoke, but there was no direct voice and nc 
physical effects were produced. The only point of interest was that the 
medium was seen (through the telescope) to lean over and-whisper behind 
the necks of adjacent sitters. The speeches made by the “ controls ” were 
childish and without any evidential value. Mrs Seccombe came on three 
other occasions, (28 August, 30 October and 1 November) each time 
accompanied by some of her own friends, but no physical phenomena 
occurred. - The medium’s friends said they could see various spirit lights 
and luminous shapes which were not seen by the rest of the sitters. The 
telescope was switched off at times to make sure that it was not the cause 
of the lack of phenomena. 

‘The third medium, Mr William Roy, after a preliminary visit to inspect 
the infra-red telescope, came for a sitting on 13 October 1947. He was te 
bring with him his own circle of sitters, but on the day of the sitting he 
informed us that they declined to accompany him. Mr Roy went into an 
alleged trance and the “control”? spoke, but no physical phenomena 
occurred, Mr Roy declared himself satisfied with the conditions at the time, 
and agreed to come again a fortnight later. However, he later cancelled 
this appointment, on the plea of another engagement, and failed to give an 
alternative date. On 12 December he was reminded by letter that the offer 
closed on 31 December. He replied that neither time-limits nor Prize 
Money interested him, but gave one to understand that he might offer 
himself to the S.P.R. for investigation in 1948. ae “og 


a 
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“ne following statements provided by two members of the Society are 
amples of a kind of experience which appears to be not uncommon in 
onnection with unarranged and unexpected meetings with friends. Neither 
f the contributors suggest that coincidence is ruled out, but the cases are 
t least sufficiently interesting to be put on record. 


Case I. Mr Eric Cuddon’s Experiences 


In June, 1940, when serving in the R.A.F., I was stationed at Plymouth 
und there met an old friend, Geoffrey Holt, who was serving in the Army. 
[ left Plymouth in July, 1940, and did not see or hear from Holt again until 
che following incident : 

In February, 1942, I was staying in London with my wife on 48 hours’ 
eave and we went to tea at Fortnum & Mason’s. We sat at a table just 
sutside the entrance doorway to the large inner tea room. I suddenly 
-emarked that I wondered what had become of Geoffrey Holt from whom 
we had not heard since I saw him in Plymouth in 1940. About two minutes 
later a voice said, “ Hello Eric”. I looked up to see Holt standing before 
me. I was so astonished that for a moment I was speechless. He had 
been having tea far inside the inner room where I could neither have seen 
him nor heard his voice. 

This incident much impressed me although on this occagjon I attributed 
it to pure coincidence. — oi 

I did not hear from him again until the following incident occurred : 

In June, 1943, my wife and-I arranged to spend 14 days’ leave exploring 
the River Thames by punt and steamer, and stayed at the Grove Hall 
Hotel, Twyford. A few days before leaving, during a night duty at my 
Radar Station at Cricklade, Wilts, I had recounted the incident above 
described, at Fortnum & Masons’, to my Radar Operators and stated that I 
should not be in the least surprised if I again met Geoffrey Holt during 
my coming leave on the River. 

On a Sunday morning during that leave we took a steamer from Henley 
to Maidenhead in company with my cousin, Richard Cuddon, and his 
wife, and when the steamer was in Hurley Lock I looked over the side. 
There, in a punt, was Geoffrey Holt and his wife. They were staying at the 
Compleat Angler Hotel, Marlow, on their honeymoon. Having arranged 
a further meeting, I reboarded the steamer and immediately announced to 
my wife and my cousin and his wife my conviction that we should meet 


atements, this prediction proved correct. At the time I made the predic- 
: “TJ can’t think why on earth I should say that.’’ The last 


ne we had heard from this old friend, whose married name was and is. 


“ de Carteret’, was about a year previously, when she was living near her 


yusband’s Air Force Station in Lincolnshire. Geoffrey Holt and Mrs de 


es ciation of ideas which cou 
hrough having met Geoffrey Holt. 


Maureen King at Maidenhead. As will be seen from the accompanying ~ 


Eric CUDDON 


oe 
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Mrs Eric Cuddon writes : 

“I corroborate the incidents in February, 1943, and June, 1943, referred 
to by my husband in the above statements, except his alleged statements ta 
his Radar Operators when I was not present.” 


Mr Hugh Richard Cuddon writes : 

“On a Sunday in June, 1943, my wife and I were in the company of my 
cousin, Eric Cuddon, and his wife, Doris, ona pleasure steamer sailing from 
Henley to Maidenhead. During this excursion, whilst the steamer was 
waiting at a river lock, Eric saw and greeted a friend of his who was in a 
smaller craft nearby. At about this time during the journey Eric stated 
that he felt sure we should also meet that day a certain Maureen King—¢ 
person then unknown to me. , 

We continued our journey and disembarked at Maidenhead, and all four 
in company walked along the riverside roadway. On reaching a restaurant, 
the name of which I do not remember although I have some recollection of 
its external appearance, Eric and Doris exclaimed their surprise at seeing 
two ladies seated on a terrace in front of the restaurant. From the intro- 
ductions which followed I learned that one of these ladies was Mrs de Car- 
teret. It was only during the conversation which followed that I learned 
further that Mrs de Carteret’s maiden name was King and that she was in 
fact the Maureen King whom Eric had éxpressed his certainty that we 
should meet.” 


Mrs H. R. Cuddon writes : 


‘« T well remember the events described above and completely agree with 
what my husband has written.”’ 


"Mrs de Carteret writes : 


““T am the wife of Philip de Carteret and I have been a personal friend of 
Eric Cuddon for many years. My maiden name was King. 

I well remember a Sunday in June, 1943. I was at the time doing War 
work in a factory at Maidenhead and was spending the day with my mother, 
who was staying at the hotel facing the river near Boulter’s Lock. At about 
4 p.m. I was surprised to see Eric and his wife, who called to me from the 
road as I was sitting in the front garden with my mother. He was in com- 
pany with another man and woman whom he introduced as his cousin and 
his cousin’s wife, Richard and Betty Cuddon. They stated that Eric had 
announced his conviction that they would see me at Maidenhead when on 
board a steamer in Hurley Lock earlier in the afternoon. 

The last time I had written to or otherwise communicated with Eric 
or his wife was about a year previously when I was living in Lincolnshire 
near my husband’s Air Force Station. Neither my mother nor I had beer 
thinking of the Cuddons that day.” 


Mrs King writes : : ; 


halk clearly remember the incident mentioned above and corroborate the 
statement signed by my daughter.” } 
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Case II. A Small Boy’s Enquiries 
‘HE account which follows is of interest as being similar in kind to the 
receding case, but unfortunately the circumstances are such that full corro- 
oration and investigation of details is impossible. ‘The account is written 
»y a member of the Society who knew the people concerned very well. 

The X family had two little boys of 6 and 3 years old. They also had a 
riend, Y, who knew the children quite well, though he did not often see 
hem. He had an unfortunate habit of going off, at irregular intervals, on 
irinking bouts ; and his mother, who was also a friend of the X family, 
ised, when he had been away too long, to ring up Mr X and ask him to 
yave a look for her son in his usual haunts, and see if he was all right. On 
these occasions he was usually brought back to the X household, given 
slack coffee and aspirin, and put to sleep on the drawing room sofa before 
being sent off to his family in a state of rather pink-eyed sobriety next 
morning. The X children used to see him at breakfast. 

Thi8 state of affairs went on at intervals for two years. After a time Mrs 
X began to notice that whenever the younger boy said, “ Where’s Mr Y? 
We haven’t seen him for along time”, Mr Y’s mother would ring up that 
same evening ; and in due course Mr Y himself would be retrieved. Mrs 
X even took to getting out the spare blankets in readiness for her guest 
when the little boy made this enquiry. ; 

Mrs X writes: ‘I fully corroborate all the statements in the above 
account.” ¥ 


AN APPARENTLY PRECOGNITIVE’ DREAM 
Tuts case, sent to us by Mr H. Ballard Thomas, was accompanied by the 
following letter : 
Dear Sir, 

I am not in a position to corroborate directly any of the facts 
recorded in the accompanying statement, but since it is largely at my sug-. 
gestion that Mr Ballard Thomas has written his account I am glad to be 
able to say something about two of the persons concerned, Mr Thomas 
himself and Mr Bernard Spurry. 

Both of these are students in the department in which I lecture ; I know 
both well, and my acquaintance with Mr Thomas in particular goes well 
beyond the usual contact between teacher and student. I can testify to the 
mplete integrity and the intellectual ability of both these men. Both are 
rdinands of the Church in Wales, and both rank among the best of the 


students at present studying Philosophy in this College. Neither can be 


suspected of anything in the nature of wilful mis-statement, and both have 


e ability and temperament necessary to guard against unintentional error. 


record of actual events as such a statement, which inevitably depends 
rgely on memory, can well be. 7 | 
T shall of course be pleased to answer any questions you may care to ask 
this matter, if these are within my power to deal with. 
. Yours faithfully, 
GrorcEe E. Hucues, Lecturer in Philosophy, 
University College of South Wales and Monmouthshire. 


have not the slightest doubt that the accompanying account is as accurate —— 


wi 
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Mr BALLARD THOMAS’S ACCOUNT 


During the summer of 1946 I was in retreat at an English convent. In 
the middle of the night of the 28th of August I awoke suddenly following 
a very vivid dream. (I recall the date well for two reasons: (a) I made a 
brief reference to it in my diary (b) The following day was the Feast of the 
Beheading of St John the Baptist, z.e. the 29th.) The exact details of the 
dream were not very clear but a few points remained in my mind, viz. that 
it occurred in a strange building (possibly a church) that it involved some 
friends of mine whom I could recognise (a young deacon I knew—Rev. 
Bruce Davies and two fellow ordinands of mine—T. Douglas Harris, 
Bernard D. A. Spurry); that some confusion existed over the “ ordina- 
tion” of a priest of whom I had previously heard. It was the vividness of 
the dream that impressed me most, and I felt sure that if those circum- 
stances would ever actually occur I would be able to recognise them 
immediately. I made a brief mention of the fact to an aunt of mine who 
was residing at the Convent at the same time and also the Sister Joyce 
Hilda. I wrote in my diary : “ I wonder if anything will come of this queer 
dream about “‘ ordination and Bruce ”’. 

It was on Advent Sunday following, 1 December 1946, that the event, 
occurred again, but this time in actual fact. I went with my friend 
Bernard Spurry to St Luke’s Church, Canton, Cardiff (where the Rev. 
Bruce Davies is a curate) to attend a Sung Mass at 11 a.m. On arrival at 
the church we were joined by T. Douglas Harris (N.B. we had not pre- 
viously arranged to meet there). When the service was over, the three of 
us waited in the porch to see Mr Davies. He joined us there and in a few 
minutes I realised that a situation which was already familiar to me was 
forming itself about me. The group in the porch now consisted of the 
following people : Rev. Bruce Davies, T. D. Harris, B. D. A. Spurry, Rev. 
Fr Reid (Vicar), Mrs Reid (his mother), Mr Williams, an ordinand from 
St Michael’s College, Llandaff. (These three last-named people I had 
never met before, but I was absolutely sure that I had seen them—in a 
dream.) The conversation turned to the subject of a priest whom I knew 
who was being transferred to another parish. I was absolutely certain then 
that this was the dream which I had had before—though I could not quite 
remember when at that moment. In a flash I was aware of the way in 
- which the conversation would develop and the most urgent thing in m 
mind was the fore-knowledge that in the discussion that would follow the 
Mr Williams (whom I had not previously met) would refer to the “ ordina- 
tion” of this priest in mistake for his “induction”. I felt sure that I 
would like to break the spell (if it may be so termed) by making some 
deliberately irrelevant remark myself, but I found that for some reason 
which I will in no way attempt to explain I was quit@ unable to say or doa 
thing. It felt like some kind of mental paralysis, and I admit that I did feel 
quite alarmed at the whole affair. The conversation developed exactly as 
I “knew” it would, and immediately the mistake which I had already 
anticipated had actually: been made, it was as if the entire “ set-up ” 
faded away and resolved itself into. ordinary existence once again. On the 
way home I told Bernard Spurry of what had happened and also checked 
up in my diary the date of the actual dream. mele | 


; ; 4 


a 
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)bservations. 

1. Although previously I had been unable to recall the actual details of 
re dream, immediately the correct setting was built up around me I was 
ble to tell quite clearly the exact things that would happen, though I was 
uite powerless to change that course of events. 

2. The dream itself was one of unusual force, because whereas I am 
onscious of having dreamt most nights I am never awakened by them. 

3. The only other time on which I have experienced a thing of this kind 
vas when as a boy at school I dreamt a Geometry lesson so vividly that the 
ollowing day I was able to forestall the master with an irrelevant remark 
1e was about to make—to his great consternation of course. The incident 
s now too long ago to be recalled in detail. 

I hereby declare that this is as true and accurate an account of the 
neident as I am able to recall. 

(Signed) 
H. BaLLarp THOMAS 


The following corroborative statements were enclosed : 

I hereby declare that I was present at St Luke’s Church canton on the 
necasion referred to above, and that the meeting mentioned did take place. 
[ have no recollection, however, of the Rev. Fr Reid’s being there, but this 
may be due to lapse of memory. On the way home Mr Thomas did men- 
tion the experience he had had. y 
‘ Signed, ae : 
BERNARD D. A. SPURRY 

10 November 1947 


I hereby declare that I have seen the diary entry referred to above and 


that the statement made is correct. 
(signed) 
Puitie A. C. BOWMAN 


4 


Mr Thomas added : 
_ “ Sister Joyce Hilda is unable to recollect my having told her [about the 
dream] although she says I may well have done [so].” 


Zz 


aan Officer’s Comment. 


This interesting case might have a normal explanation. The dream as 
remembered before the event was to the effect that Mr Thomas and three 
iends would be having a conversation in a strange building on the subject 

“ ordination”. This actually happened some three months later. In 
view of this lapse of time, and the commonplace circumstances of the pre-—— 
monition, chance coincidence would give a reasonable explanation. 

“While the dream was apparently being fulfilled, Mr Thomas recollected _ 
Jot more details, and had a definite feeling that he knew what was going ~ 
happen next, although something seemed to prevent him from speaking — 

». This could have been an example of the very common illusion of 

id vu, in which the mechanism of recognition is not working properly, — 
id the subject experiences a false sensation of reliving something whic 


. 
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has happened once before. The slight chance resemblance of the actua 
situation to the circumstances of the dream may have been the precipt- 
tating cause of the illusion. ; 

Although the experience of déja vu is generally regarded as illusory, s¢ 
far as I know it has never been investigated with a view to detecting anj 
true precognitive element. In view of this and similar cases, such an 
investigation might be well worth while. If there are any members of the 
Society who frequently have this feeling of dga vu, would they please get 
in touch with me. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Srr,—While we acknowledge the entertainment value of the account in the 
November Journal of Mr Cuddon’s experiment with pendulums, we are 
puzzled as to what it is supposed to prove. In his last two paragraphs, Mr 
Cuddon seems to suggest the absurd idea that he has proved that the pen- 
dulums could not be moved by the power of thought alone. That they 
could not is what any sensible person would expect, but, whether this is the 
case or not is plainly not proved by Mr Cuddon’s experiment. The fact 
that I might be able to convince a sufficiently credulous audience that I was 
balancing a pencil on my finger tip when in reality I had stuck it there witk 
a piece of cobbler’s wax would not prove that no one could balance a penci. 
on his finger tip. Perhaps Mr Cuddon’s woman doctor and “ apparently 
intelligent man” knew of Dr Winther’s experiments in which movement 
of pendulums “ by the power of thought alone ’’-apparently takes place 
There seems no logical reason why their opinions should have been alterec 
by Mr Cuddon’s demonstration. é 

On the other hand Mr Cuddon does seem to have succeeded in demon- 
strating that if you make false statements to people some of them wil 
believe you. We have no doubt that this is true although perhaps not 
altogether novel. It would seem that the majority of Mr Cuddon’s audi. 
ence had a mistaken opinion as to the relative likelihood of two improbabi 
lities : (i) that the pendulums were moved by spirits, (ii) that the experi 
menter, the Research Officer of the Society and other persons taking par 
were deceiving the audience. One may also conclude that, if pressed to dc 
so, many people will form positive opinions on insufficient grounds. Th 
evidence for this is indeed wider than Mr Cuddon seems to realise sine 
those who concluded that the movement of the pendulums was due t 
pushing (voluntary or involuntary) had also formed a positive opinion o1 
insufficient grounds since the conditions of the experiment were not sucl 
as to enable an onlooker to determine what was the cause of movement o 
the pendulums. The right answer to Mr Cuddon’s question was obvioush 
“I don’t know ”’, but apparently the audience were not allowed to give thi 
answer. 

Yours faithfully, 
_ R. H, THOuLEss 
B. P. WIESNER 


AN. 1948 Correspondence 161 


sIR,—I thoroughly enjoyed reading the trenchant criticism by Drs 
“houless and Wiesner of my Report in the last issue of a simple experiment 
vith Pendulums demonstrated to a small audience at the headquarters of a 
ow unhappily defunct Society. 

I regard it as a compliment that men so eminent in the field of Psychic 
Research should have thought so trivial a matter worthy of such incisive 
:nalysis and I trust they will not regard it as presumptuous on my part when 
_ say that I am in complete accord with their observations with regard to 
he negative result of the demonstration insofar as any matter of proof is 
nyolved. 

I am also most happy to resolve their puzzlement—the demonstration 
was never intended to PROVE anything and hence it is scarcely surprising 
that, when my Report is subjected to the searching analysis of scientific 
method, it is found that in fact nothing was proved. It is rather like using 
an Atom Bomb to destroy a Doll’s House! 

What I did set out to do and what I believe I successfully accomplished 
was to impress upon my audience the need for the greatest caution before 
attributing to a paranormal cause that which might be due to a normal 
cause. 

In this connexion I wanted them to realise that they should employ their 
critical faculties to the same extent when they had complete confidence in 
the demonstrator as when he might be unknown to them. 

Incidentally I think it would be more accurate to describg the statements 
which I made to the audience as “ misleading” rather than “ false ” 
though no doubt the moralist would equally condemn both.* 

If my recollection is accurate I believe some persons abstained from 
yoting so some of them at least may have come to a correct decision, namely, 
“1 don’t know.” 

It should be made clear that Dr West was assisting me as a personal 
friend and not in his official capacity as Research Officer of the Society for 
Psychical Research. 

Finally, may I venture to express the hope that neither Dr Wiesner nor 
Dr Thouless may ever be misled to conclude, through misplaced belief in 
the lack of guile of a person whom they may be investigating for the pur- 
pose of establishing evidence of paranormal cognition, that such powers are 
exhibited by such person when, if they were to apply the same searching 
and valuable analysis as they have honoured me by directing towards my 
Report they MIGHT be led to a different conclusion. 


« Yours faithfully, 
Eric CupDON 


§1r,—Mr Cuddon’s experiment with an audience which was decribed 
in the November issue, was not designed to prove anything in con-_ 
ection with the movement of pendulums, but was designed to bring home 
5 his audience, by a vivid and telling little demonstration, a lack of bal-_ 
anced judgment in those who glibly postulated the paranormal at work. 
Neither was there any question of real deception, since the audience 
was expressly given alternatives to select from, one of which was that the © 
ovement of the pendulums was caused by the table being pushed by Mr 
‘uddon and his accomplices. Some “ stage misdirection ’’ was immedi- 
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ately resolved when the demonstration had effected its object, and the 
audience was given the facts. ; 

Of course, ‘‘ I don’t know ” was the final answer to Mr Cuddon’s ques- 
tion, as Drs Thouless and Wiesner say. But the audience had been asked 
to state what they thought was the cause of the pendulums’ movements. 
What were the facts? How should the audience have argued? Surely, as 
follows : J 

(1) They knew nothing about the movement of pendulums (it is safe to 
hazard this for the majority of those present on that occasion). 

(2) They were not controlling the experiment and therefore could not be 
sure of the experimental conditions. anys 

(3) Normal pushing by the experimenters was oné possibility expressly 
suggested to them. 

(4) Mr Cuddon had never, to their knowledge, been credited with para- 
normal powers before, nor had his helpers. 

(5) Paranormal faculty is very, very rare. : 

(6) Even when it is possessed, one cannot produce it on any given 
occasion, still less at a given moment of time. 

These considerations, particularly the last two, should obviously have 
led the audience to postulate a normal explanation in preference to psv, as 
the answer to Mr Cuddon’s question. Instead, a majority of those voting 
showed a readiness to accept the hypothesis of movement of pendulums by 
Spirit Guides as easily as if this were a recognised everyday occurrence, and 
they thus displayed an entire lack of balanced judgment. 

I am astonished that Drs Thouless and Wiesner should allude to Dr 
Winther’s experiments as ones in which the movement of pendulums by 
the power of thought alone “ apparently takes place’. There have been 
none, I think, to which very serious consideration should be given, z.e., none 
reaching the standard of experimental conditions required in the past by 
our Society. Furthermore, reports have lately reached this Society from a 
responsible quarter repudiating Dr Winther’s views and questioning the 
bona fides of the medium with whom his pendulum experiments took place. 
Knowledge of his experiments should not for a moment be allowed to 
weigh in the balance such considerations as those enumerated above. 

If we can consider that the existence of paranormal faculty has been de- 


- monstrated, at least let us always bear in mind that its demonstrable occur- 


rence is exceedingly rare (in this country at least!) and that only when all 
normal possibilities have been exhaustively excluded is it proper to pos- 
tulate the paranormal—not only on paper but in one’s own mind. To allow 
oneself to drift into an undiscriminating attitude of mind and to proceed as 
if normal or paranormal explanations were equally possible, not only 
relaxes the mental discipline which is so vitally necessary in psychical 
research, but discredits the psychical researcher’s reports of those very 
rare occasions when, it would seem, experimental conditions were all that 
could be desired and all possible normal explanations failed to account for 
the phenomena observed. 
Yours etc., 


K. M. Go.pNry 
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51r,—I have read with interest the letters contributed to the December 
Fournal by Mrs Heywood, Mr Rawcliffe and Mr Proctor. It is my belief 
however that Mr Proctor is wrong in supposing that scientific men as a 
whole are prepared to accept telepathy on the strength of a few water- 
itight experiments. According to his predisposition to believe or the 
reverse an individual scientist might be convinced by seeing such an 
experiment or on the other hand suspect that he had been hoaxed by a 
party of tricksters or conjurors. 

It is, Isubmit, not the “‘perfect” experiment that science is waiting for but 
the winning of experimental control over the phenomena which will enable 
almost anyone to carry out a successful experiment in telepathy. Until 
this stage is reached I feel certain that telepathy will remain a dubious 
and unwelcome intruder into the scientific domain no matter how many 
fraud-proof and fool-proof experiments we devise. Psychical researchers, 
therefore, instead of organising fraud-proof experiments, would do a 
better service to their subject by making concentrated efforts to discover 
what are the essential bodily and psychological conditions which favour 
the emergence of the telepathic impression. Above all we want research 
into the personality factors which are associated with possessors of the 
psychic gift. We require reliable psychological tests which will enable 
us to separate the psychics from the non-psychics. ‘The work initiated 
by Dr Humphrey in this connection may prove more important than all 
the water-tight experiments. If successful, it will need ng other justifica- 
tion than the results themselves and the increased experimental control 
these results may give us over the extra-sensory faculty. -* 

Once we are able to tell the scientist how to demonstrate telepathy for 
himself we need bother no more about witnesses and fool-proof tests. 
Let us get hold of the right end of the stick and aim at the right objectives. 

Mr Proctor’s criteria for accepting or rejecting experimental evidence 
while of value seem to me somewhat dogmatic and narrow. For instance, 
he requires odds against chance of “a million to one ”» On that estimate 

Mr Whately Carington’s picture-guessing experiment would surely suffer 
rejection at Mr Proctor’s hands, siice the odds only amounted to a few 
thousands to one. Even the sceptical Coover admitted that odds of fifty 
thousand to one would satisfy him as evidence for telepathy. (And 
curiously Professor (now Sir Cyril) Burt demonstrated quite clearly that 
an “ over all” estimate of Coover’s card-guessing experiments did provide 
odds against chance of about fifty thousand to one!) on 
On the other hand a distinguished mathematician known to me as a 
hard-bitten materialist remarked a few weeks ago that 

‘has obtained odds of 10% to 1 against chance he is not justified in claiming 
‘that the effects are not due to chance. However great the odds, chance 


justified. The mere fact that we possess no better criterion than a statis- 
ical one should be an incentive towards getting more experimental 
ntrol. % 

Mr Proctor seems to treat the phenomenon of extra-sensory cognition 
s if it were an ordinary physical phenomenon ; Mrs Heywood does not 
fall into this error. Mr Proctor apparently assumes that if telepathic 
phenomena occur in the presence of A, B, C and the sensitive S they ought 


“ even though Soal 


xay have produced the results.” And logically of course I am not— 
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to occur in the presence of D, E, F and S. If telepathy were a ply 
ot even a conscious mental phenomenon the assumption would pro “ y 
be justified. But everything seems to point to the ee a 
pathy is due to the collaboration of two or more subconscious Mae ; e 
do not know enough about the influence which the minds of the observ a 
have on the production of telepathy to justify the assumption that given 
it does not matter who A, B, C are. In demanding that it should be poss- 
ible to obtain results with “‘ almost any experimenter’ Mr Proctor may 
be asking for what is impossible in our present state of ignorance. 

Telepathy may well depend upon delicate psychological adjust 
which may be upset when there is a too sudden or radical change in the 
personnel. Again it is the almost universal experience of investigators 
that even the best telepathic subjects fall off in their performance after a 
longer or shorter period and often appear to lose their faculty altogether. 
Professor Chester Kellogg argued that a man who has learned to play the 
violin does not suddenly and mysteriously lose his skill; therefore if a 
telepathic percipient suddenly loses his power there must be something 
fishy about it. But the analogy between a consciously acquired skill and a 
faculty like telepathy that is not under conscious control may be altogether 
misleading and the comparison may not be justified. Instead of dictating 
to Nature it would be wiser to seek patiently to understand her ways. 
Instead of bemoaning the fact that extra-sensory phenomena do not fulfil 
our expectations based on our experience of sensory phenomena let us 
try to discover what laws they do obey. ‘But if we concentrate all our 
energies in trying to convince sceptics who do not want to be convinced 
of the existence of E.S.P. we shall succeed neither in converting the 
sceptics nor in making the discoveries essential for future progress. 

In conclusion we must not insist that because one sensitive has produced 

a particular type of phenomena another can be found who is able to 
produce almost identical results. Each psychic may have-his own pattern 
and as Dr Osty once remarked there may be as many kinds of telepathy 
as there are telepathic subjects. Basil Shackleton produced certain dis- 
placement phenomena of a special type. It is true that so far no sensitive 
has produced quite the same effects but nevertheless both backward and 
forward displacement have been observed both in this country and ir 
America. C. E. Stuart found highly significant evidence af backward ane 
forward displacement in his picture-guessing tests. In a letter to Natur 
about two years ago Mr Arthur T. Oram published a brief account of 
highly significant (—1) displacement (precognitive) which he found ir 
experiments with playirig cards. At the time of publication Mr. Oran 
was unaware of the experiments of Mrs Goldney and myself. Mr Procto: 
therefore is in error in supposing that there has been no independen 
verification of the phenomenon of displacement. 

I heartily agree with Mr Rawcliffe that certain papers and article: 
published of late years in both the Yournal and the Proceedings are no 
likely to enhance our reputation in the eyes of the scientific world. Fo 
the Society to alternate pieces of sound investigation with papers of : 
wretchedly inferior quality is, I believe, a harmful policy. 

Yours, etc. 

S. G. Soar 
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REVIEWS 


“he Fournal of Parapsychology, No. 3, Vol. XI., September 1947. 


The Editorial by Dr Rhine gives a short account of the excursion into 
arapsychology made by the late Dr Pierre Janet in 1885-6. 

Miss Betty Humphrey has an account of an experiment in which two 
ifferent sets of dice were thrown simultaneously with the aim that one set 
hould give a high score on the ove face while the other should give a low 
core on that face. The necessary precautions against bias were taken and 
_ significant difference was found between the scores of the two sets sug- 
esting that the subject could score in both directions at once. Apparently, 
1owever, the experimenter allowed herself some freedom in deciding 
vhich aim to adopt in each series of experiments since she speaks of decid- 
ng in advance which series she would work on. This freedom seems an 
»bjectionable feature of experimental design since positive results may be 
jue to precognition. 

An interesting review of the evidence for dowsing by Miss MacMahan 
“omes to the conclusion that the evidence for extra-sensory capacity 
imongst some people for detecting hidden objects and water is strong, 
iithough the author considers that further rigorous scientific tests are 
iecessary before this can be considered an established fact. ‘ 

There is a further discussion by Dr Pratt of the restricteg area of a PK. 
series in which positive results are obtained, with the impottant practical 
mplication that it may be possible to design series in such*a way as to 
‘educe the part in which positive results are obtained. There are indica- 
ions that the optimal design from this point of view may not be the same 
or different subjects. 

‘In the last article of this number of the fournal, Edward Bindrim de- 
velops a new method of detecting displacement effects. Whately Caring- 
ron and Soal have reported cases where failure to hit the target card in 
E.S.P. experiments is accompanied by a significant tendency to hit some 
other card such as the one ahead. Bindrim is concerned with cases where 
there is neither a significant tendency to hit the target card nor the one 
ahead, yet some psi effect is indicated by the fact that in both halves of each 
set of twenty-five guesses there is evidence of a tendency to displacement 
in the same direction. While the significance is not high, there is enough 
to provide strong evidence of a real relationship between direction of dis- 
placement in two halves of series of guesses through a pack which is deserv- 
ing of attention as one of the directions in which a psi effect may be found © 


in series of card guesses in which there is no significance in the total score. 
Ri Hai 


The Complete Prophecies of Nostradamus, Translated Edited and Interpreted. 
_ By Henry C. Roserts. New York 1947 (Crown Publishers). ~ 


Michel de Notredame was born at St. Remi in Provence in 1503. He 
udied philosophy and the humanities at Avignon, and took a medical 
sgree at Montpelier in 1529. At Aix and Lyons he worked conscientiously 
uring an epidemic of plague. . 

In 1555 he published, at Lyons, under the pseudonym of Nostradamus, 


- ah Sling 
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which we are familiar today. These led him to the conclusion, publishec 
in 1799 at the age of 65, that man possesses *‘ an interior sense which is it 
connection with the whole of the universe and which might be consideret 
as an extension of sight ’’, and that he is gifted with ‘‘ a sensitivity by whiel 
he can be en rapport with the beings who surround him, even at grea 
distances...” 

Mesmer’s theories of animal magnetism and the universal fluid wer 
formulated within the mental framework of his time and will be read with: 
smile by the scientist of today ; but they may be a useful reminder tha 
attempts to bring the facts of psychical research within the mental frame: 
work created by rationalist dogma may cause equal amusement to the 
scientist of tomorrow. The-book also reminds us of the fascinating ques: 
tion as to whether the remarkable cures of a Mesmer, a Coué or a psychi 
healer are due solely to suggestion, or whether, as is claimed by some 
transference of an unknown factor can on occasion take place from specially 


endowed agents to their patients. 
R. 1. Hi 
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